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money for college. One of his jobs was as a
waiter at one of the elite men’s clubs at the
time. Amid the laughter and ridicule of his
fellow wait staff, Brown persevered.

In 1951, Uncle Sam called and Brown served
honorably in the Intelligence Division of the
United States Army in Europe. When he re-
turned from Europe, he entered and grad-
uated from New York University with a de-
gree in Biology in 1956. Later that summer
he married Theresa Hundley of New York
City.

Undaunted, Brown faced continuing resist-
ance to his efforts to gain admission at the
nation’s top medical schools. Brown returned
to Europe to pursue his medical education.
He attended the Faculty of Medicine at the
University of Paris, France, the University
of Lausanne, Switzerland and the University
of Vienna, Austria. While abroad, he was
able to complete his Master’s Degree in Bio-
chemistry from Columbia University in New
York City.

Upon his return, Brown decided to enter
medical school at Howard University in
Washington, DC to pursue his dream of be-
coming an orthopedic surgeon. In his third
year of medical school, Brown suffered a
near fatal car accident, spent eight months
in the hospital and lost a year of medical
school. This event changed his career in two
ways. First, because of his injuries to his leg,
he would not be able to stand for the long
hours that orthopedic surgery often de-
mands. Secondly, because of the skills of the
eye surgeon who treated him during the acci-
dent, he decided to become an ophthalmol-
ogist. Brown graduated from medical school
in 1964.

Dr. Brown returned to the New York met-
ropolitan area with his young family. After
his internship in Staten Island, he was ad-
mitted to the residency program in Ophthal-
mology at the New Jersey College of Medi-
cine. In 1970, Dr. Brown completed the pro-
gram as Chief Resident to become the first
black Ophthalmologist trained in the state
of New Jersey, where he remained on the fac-
ulty until his passing.

Dr. Brown maintained a practice in New
York and New Jersey for over 30 years. He
was affiliated with many of the top hospitals
in the metropolitan area. For the next 30
years, Dr. Brown distinguished himself and
was honored by many medical and scientific
societies including becoming a Fellow in the
American College of Surgeons and a Fellow
in the International College of Surgeons. He
is also listed in Who’s Who in America and
Who’s Who in Physicians and Surgeons
among others.

His quiet determination and kind de-
meanor led Dr. Brown to many leadership
positions in various fraternal, civic and so-
cial organizations including, the Lions Club,
the H.M. Club (Hundred Men Club of Amer-
ica), the Norjermen, Sigma Pi Phi (The
Boule) and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, In-
corporated, where he was a member for al-
most 50 years.

Dr. Brown cared deeply for his church and
church family at New Hope Baptist Church
in East Orange, New Jersey. He was able to
share his medical skills in innovative ways.
He was active in the prison ministry and he
helped establish the New Hope Baptist
Church Health Ministry. Under his leader-
ship, many church members became certified
in CPR.

Dr. Brown leaves to cherish his memory,
Theresa Hundley Brown, his wife of almost
44 years; his son Dr. Terrence Edison Brown
of Stockholm, Sweden; his daughter, Trinita
Evon Brown, Esq. of Washington, DC; his
son-in-law, Peter Niel Thomas of Wash-
ington, DC; his god-children: Jinene Foye,
Brandon Costner and Sheree Gaddy; his
brothers, John Brown and Leroy Brown; his

sisters: Alice Brown Gadsen, Odell Brown
Crouch, Orlee Brown Gibbs, Alberta Brown,
Janie Mae Brown; sisters-in-laws Charlotte
Brown and Ethel Brown; three aunts, many
nieces, nephews, grandnieces, grandnephews,
cousins, and many family and friends.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to Dr. Jan Karski, who sadly
passed away on July 13, 2000, at the age of
86 in Washington, DC. I have little doubt that
my colleagues will agree that Dr. Jan Karski is
perhaps an unknown, yet irrefutable hero for
his courageous and selfless actions during
World War Il. Under the height of Nazi Ger-
many’s occupation, Karski flirted with torture
and execution to give the disbelieving free-
world knowledge of the unspeakable crimes
committed in Eastern Europe. It now gives me
great honor to tell Jan Karski’s courageous
story to the U.S. House of Representatives.

After completing his education in several so-
cial sciences, Jan Kozielewski entered the
Polish diplomatic service in 1938. Given the
covert nature of his service, Kozielewski
changed his name to Jan Karski—a surname
he retained for the remainder of his life. Karski
could not have entered diplomatic service at a
more perilous time, as Poland was being dev-
astated via Hitler and Stalin’s secret agree-
ment to overthrow the democratic nation. In
August 1939, Karski was captured by the Red
Army and sent to a Russian prison camp.
Three months later, he luckily escaped Russia
and returned to Poland to join the anti-Nazi
Underground organization.

In Poland, Jan Karski would use his eidetic
memory, knowledge of foreign countries and
fluency in four languages to serve the Polish
resistance, humankind and history. For rough-
ly 3 years, he served as a courier between the
Polish government-in-exile and the Under-
ground authorities in Poland. During arduous
journeys through the Tatra Mountains bor-
dering Czechoslovakia, Karski often traveled
in disguise as a German officer, or merely
eluded border patrols. In 1940, the courier
was actually arrested and tortured by the Ge-
stapo in Slovakia, but was later rescued by
underground forces.

Karski’s most heroic actions undoubtedly
occurred around September 1942. In a July
1988 Washingtonian interview, Karski re-
counted that representatives from two Jewish
underground organizations informed himself of
Hitler’s ‘‘Final Solution.’’ Knowing that direct
evidence would be far more convincing, Karski
was smuggled into the Warsaw ghetto twice,
which had suffered a virtual eradication of the
Jewish population from 450,000 to 50,000.
With the help of the resistance, Karski,
dressed as a military fighter, witnessed actual
mass murders at the lzbica death camp in
Eastern Poland.

In late 1942 and 1943, Jan Karski reported
to western governments regarding the geno-
cide. In August 1943, he personally spoke with
a disbelieving President Roosevelt, Henry

Stimson, Cordell Hull, and other high govern-
ment and civic leaders in the United States.

Unfortunately, Jan Karski was soon proven
to be tragically correct, as nearly one-half of
the 6 million European Jews were murdered in
Nazi-occupied Poland. In his 1944 bestselling
book, Story of a Secret State, Karski re-
counted his witness of ‘‘horrible things—hor-
rible, horrible things.’’ After the war, Karski re-
fused to return to his homeland, as the Polish
Underground continued to be murdered under
Communist rule.

After attaining a doctorate at Georgetown in
1952, Dr. Karski taught at the local university
for 40 remarkable years, and guest lectured
on behalf of the U.S. Government on several
occasions. In 1954, Dr. Karski honored Ameri-
cans by becoming a fellow citizen. Not surpris-
ingly, the freedom fighter was awarded numer-
ous citations by several governments. He re-
ceived Poland’s highest civic decoration, and
twice its highest military award for bravery in
combat. In addition, Dr. Karski is an Honorary
Citizen of the State of Israel. Furthermore, five
universities around the world have given him
honorary degrees.

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Jan Karski and his story
should never be forgotten. I hope that my
words today will help refresh Americans’ mem-
ory of a holocaust that occurred not too long
ago. Most importantly, I urge all young Ameri-
cans to learn the story of the holocaust and
World War II. In 1816, Thomas Jefferson
wrote: ‘‘Enlighten the people generally, and
tyranny and oppressions of body and mind will
vanish like evil spirits at the dawn of day.’’
Colleagues, let us continue toward that en-
dearing goal.
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Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to Deacon Sid Holland, a
long-time friend and colleague of mine, who
departed this life on July 5, at the age of 92
after sustaining injuries in an automobile acci-
dent. He was a Mason and served as past
Master of King Tyree Lodge No. 292 and was
a Charter member of the Fairfax County
Democratic Party. Sid was a small business
owner of the J. S. Holland Sand and Gravel
Hauling Co. He was a hard worker and a dedi-
cated family man.

Born on August 13, 1907, in Palmyra, VA,
Sid was one of 10 children born to the late
John and Mary Odie Holland. As a young
man, Sid came to Fairfax County seeking em-
ployment and subsequently joined the Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church. He also became in-
volved in a number of civic and social organi-
zations. Sid was a natural leader transition
Fairfax County through the Civil Rights revolu-
tion. Sid always was respected for his ability
and friendly demeanor.

As a dedicated member of the Mount Pleas-
ant Baptist Church for over 65 years, Sid
served as Sunday School Superintendent,
Chairman of the Deacon Board, Trustee and
member of the Senior Choir, Usher Board,
Pinkett and Chairman Emeritus of the Deacon
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